20:1-15 The Millennial Kingdom
1-10 Millennium and Satan bound
11-15 Great White Throne Judgment

INTRO: In the twentieth chapter we are dealing with the Millennium in relationship to
Christ, Satan, man, the tribulation saints, the resurrections, the earth, and the Great
White Throne. Chapter 20 is the division point for the three main schools of
eschatology:

THREE VIEWS:

1. Amillennialism: literal coming of Christ but spiritualizes the 1000 year reign - no
millennium. They accept the angel, heaven, pit, Satan, nations, and resurrections as
literal. The addition of the prefix a- simply negates the belief in the Millennium.
Amillennialism holds out no false optimism and has, for the most part, emphasized
the coming of Christ. Its chief weakness is that it spiritualizes the thousand years, as
it does all the Book of Revelation. It fits the Millennium into the present age. Most
amillennialists fit the Millennium into the present age, and all the events recorded in
Revelation are somehow fitted into the facts of history like pieces are fitted into a
crazy quilt. Ps. 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8; Matt. 24:29-30.

2. Post-millennialism: literal return of Christ and 1000 years. Man, through his own
effort, will bring in the kihngdom and then Christ’'s coming. Postmillennialism assumed
that Christ would come at the conclusion of the one thousand years. Man would bring
in the Kingdom by the preaching of the gospel. This was an optimistic view which
prevailed at the turn of the century. At that time it looked like there might be a great
worldwide turning to Christ and the world would be converted. This viewpoint has
become obsolete as it could not weather the first half of the twentieth century, which
produced two world wars, a global depression, the rise of communism, and the atom
bomb

3. Pre-millennial: Rev. 20 interpreted literally. Fulfill promise to king David

a. God will rule for 1000 years in the person of Christ. Ps. 2:6-9; Jere. 23:5-6
b. The seat of God'’s rule will be Jerusalem. Deut. 28:13

c. Peace among animals, and men, one language (curse of Babel removed)
d. Creation delivered from the curse — Rom. 8:19-20

Premillennialism, takes chapter 20 at face value, as it does all of the Book of
Revelation, applying the literalist interpretation unless the context instructs otherwise.
In the premillennialist interpretation, the one thousand years are treated as one
thousand years, and Christ comes at the beginning of the Millennium. Chapter 20
makes it clear that there can be no Millennium until Christ coming



1. There can be no Millennium until Satan is removed from the earthly scene.

2. The curse of sin must be removed from the physical earth before a Millennium can
be established.

3. Third place, the resurrection of the Old Testament saints must take place at the
beginning of the thousand years. If they were raised before the Great Tribulation,
they would have to stand around and wait for the Millennium. There is no need for
them to do that, and the Lord is not going to raise them until the Tribulation is over.
Only Christ will raise the dead (see John 5:21, 25, 28-29), so He must come for that
purpose.

4. The Tribulation saints are included in the resurrection of the Old Testament saints,
and they reign with Christ during the Millennium.

5. The Millennium is the final testing of man under ideal conditions. This is the
answer to those who say there is nothing wrong in man which circumstances and
conditions cannot change. Man is an incurable, an incorrigible sinner. Even at the
end of the Millennium, he is still in rebellion against God. The rebellion in the human
heart and the depraved nature of man are impossible for any man to comprehend. If
you and | could see ourselves as God sees us, we could not stand ourselves. But we
think we are pretty good and that we are very nice people.

6. The Millennium is God's answer to the prayer, "Thy kingdom come." That is the
Kingdom which He is going to establish here on earth, and it is called the Millennium.
This is the Kingdom which was promised to David (see 2 Sam. 7:12-17; 2 Sam.
23:5).

7. God took an oath relative to its establishment (see Ps. 89:34-37). This is the
Kingdom predicted in the psalms and in the prophets (see Ps. 2; 4 Ps. 45; 110; Isa.
2:1-5; Isa. 11:1-9; 6 Isa. 60; Isa. 61:3-62; 6 Isa. 66; Jer. 23:3-8; Jer. 32:37-44; Ezek.
40 -- Ezek. 48; Dan. 2:44-45; Dan. 7:13-14; Dan. 12:2-3; Mic. 4:1-8; Zech. 12:10 --
Zech. 14:21). All of the prophets spoke of this Kingdom, the minor prophets as well
as the major prophets -- not one of them missed it.

20:1-3 SATAN BOUND FOR A THOUSAND YEARS

20:1, And | saw an angel come down from heaven, - Kai €idov dyyeAov kataBaivovta
¢k 100 oupavod, -

having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. - £xovta TV KA€ida
TAG GBUCoOU, Kai GAUCIV HeyaAny ETTi TRV XEipa auTod.



20:2, And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, - kai ékpatnoe TOV OpdkovTa,
TOV OQIV TOV Gpxaiov, -

which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, - G £€0T1 d1G3oA0g
Kai ZaTtavag, kai Ednoev auTov Xilia £Tn,

20:3, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, - kai EBaAev auToV €ig TAV
apBuaocoov, Kai EKAcIgeV auTov, -

and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the
thousand years should be fulfilled: - kai éo@pdyioev émdvw auTod, iva un TAavron 1a
£Ovn £T1, Gxp!1 TEAEOOR Ta XiNIa ETN- -

and after that he must be loosed a little season. - kai yeta TadTa Ol AUTOV AuBRval
MIKPOV XpOVvov.

His withdrawal makes way for the Millennium, for with him loose, there can be no
Millennium. Therefore, we see that Satan's relationship to the Millennium is this: he
must be removed from the earth's scene before it can take place. Men talk about
bringing peace on this earth, and about producing prosperity. The world system will
finally be headed up in the Antichrist, and he will not be able to accomplish peace
and prosperity, although for a while it will look as if he may. As long as Satan is in
this world, you cannot have world peace.

"The bottomless pit” is an “abyss." It is not the lake of fire, we shall see in verse 10."
After that he must be loosed for a little time." Why? Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer: "If you
will tell me why God let him loose in the first place, I'll tell you why God let him loose
in the second place."

This is the great problem of evil: Why has God permitted it? Wickedness and evil
must be great and beyond the ability of man to deal with, so that we can experience
the greatness of God’s grace and consequently give God glory for all that is done.



20:4-6 The saints reign with Christ 1000 years

20:4, And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: -
Kai €idov Bpdvoug, kai ékdBigav €T auToUg, Kai Kpiya £566n auToig: -

and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, - kai T0G
Yuxag TV TTeTTEAEKIOUEVWY OIA THV papTupiav Incod, -

and for the word of God, - kai d1a TOv Adyov 10U O¢e0l, -

and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, - kai 0iTIveg oU
TTpooekuvnoav T Onpiw, -

neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; - oUT1e Trv €ikéva
auToU, kai oUK EAafov TO xapayua ETTi TO HETWTTOV aUTQYV, -

and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. - kai £TTi TRV X€Ipa aUTQV: Kai
gfnoav, kai éBacileucav petd Xpiotol xiAia £Tn.

20:5, But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.
oi 8¢ AoITToi TV VEKPWV OUK avélnoav £wg TEAEOOR Ta xihia £Tn).

This is the first resurrection. - aUtn i avdoTacig | TPWTN.

20:6, Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: - pak@pIlog Kai aylog
0 Exwv PEPOG €V TH avaoTdoel TA TTPWTN- -

on such the second death hath no power, - £€1Ti TOUTWV 6 BAGvaTOG O OEUTEPOG OUK EXEI
eCouaiav, -

but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
- GAN’ €EgovTal iepeic ToU @eol kai To0 XpioTod, Kai BaciAeUoouat PET’ auTol iAia ETn.

Many are going to die for Christ in the Great Tribulation period, but they will live again
and reign with Christ one thousand years. The Tribulation saints are going to trade three
and one-half years for one thousand years. The thrones are literal; the martyrs are
literal; Jesus is literal; the Word of God is literal; the Beast is literal; the image is literal;
the mark of the Beast is literal; their foreheads and their hands are literal; and the
thousand years are literal. It is all literal. A thousand years means a thousand years. If
God meant that it was eternal, He would have said so.

1. The first resurrection began with the resurrection of Christ.



2. Followed by the Rapture.

3. At the end of the Great Tribulation is the resurrection of both the Tribulation
saints ("the souls of them that had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus,
and for the Word of God; and whosoever worshiped not the wild beast") and the
Old Testament saints (see Dan. 12:1-2). Christ, the first fruits of resurrection,
leads the way. The Tribulation saints and the Old Testament saints will evidently
reign on this earth with Christ. "They shall be priests of God."

20:7, And when the thousand years are expired, - Kai 6tav 1eAecBf TG xiAia €T, -

Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, - A\uBioeTal 0 Zatavag ¢k TAG QUAAKAG auTod,

20:8, And shall go out to deceive the nations - kai £€eAeloeTal TTAavioal TG £0vn -
which are in the four quarters of the earth, - 1a €v 1dig TE00QpPaI ywviaig TAG YAG, -

Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand
of the sea. - TOv 'y kai TOV Maywy, cuvayayeiv auToug €ig TTOAEPOV: WV O APIBUOS WG
N Gupog Tig Baldoong.

20:9, And they went up on the breadth of the earth, - kai avéBnoav £t 10 TTAGTOG TG
Yﬁg -

and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: - kai EKOKAwaav TV
TTapeUBOARY TV ayiwv Kai TRV TTOAIV TRV AyatTnuévny: -

and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. - kai katéBn TTOp Ao
100 @€00 £k TO0U oUpavod, Kai KaTéPayev auToug.

As soon as Satan is released, a great company, who have been under the personal
reign of Christ under ideal circumstances, goes over to Satan. From where did such a
company come is a worthy question. The answer lies in the fact that not only do
multitudes enter the Millennium, but multitudes also are born during the Millennium (see
Isa. 11:6; Isa. 65:20). This will be the time of the earth's greatest population explosion.
Disease will be eliminated, since the curse of sin will be removed from the physical
earth.

The human heart alone remains unchanged under these circumstances, and many will
turn their backs on God and will go after Satan. This seems unbelievable, but what
about today? Satan is doing pretty well in our day. This rebellion following the
Millennium reveals how terrible the heart of man is. Jeremiah said, "The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" (Jer. 17:9). When
the opportunity is offered to them to rebel, they rebel. The nations of the earth again will



come under the spell of Satan and will plot a rebellion.

20:10, And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
Kai 0 diaBoAog O TTAavv auToug £BANBN €ig TAv Aipvnv 1o TTUPOG Kai Beiou,

where the beast and the false prophet are, - 61rou 10 Bnpiov Kai 0 YeUdOTTPOPATNG: -

and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. — kai BacaviobAcovTal AUEPAG
Kai VUKTOG €ig TOUG aitivag TV aivwv.

The devil cast into the Lake of Fire - It is a relief to God's child to know that the enemy
will at last be brought to permanent justice.

First of all, the Devil is not in hell today. He is the prince of the power of the air. He is
the one who controls this world to a large extent. God has limited him in our day, but in
the Great Tribulation period, he will have full rein for a while.

In the second place, the Devil is not the first to be cast into hell. The wild Beast and the
False Prophet will precede him by one thousand years.

Finally, hell is described as a lake of fire and brimstone. The Lord Jesus is the One who
gave the most solemn description of hell. "Then shall he say also unto them on the left
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels" (Matt. 25:41). "But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 8:12)

This ought to make anyone stop and think: How can hell be outer darkness and also a
literal fire? Jesus Christ also said: "And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 13:42). "Where their worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched" (Mark 9:44).

A man asked Dr. Bill Anderson, "Suppose we get over there and find out that what you
preach about hell is not true at all?" Dr. Anderson replied, "Then | will just have to
apologize and say that | must have misunderstood the Lord. But suppose we get over
there and find that it is true? What then?" The reality far exceeds the description, and
human language is insufficient to describe the awful reality. Hell is a place; it is also a
state. It is a place of conscious torment.

20:11-12 The Great White throne Judgment




20:11, And | saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, - Kai €160V BPAVOV AEUKOV
héyav, Kai TOV kaBruevov £’ auTod ou -

from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; - &0 TTPOCWTTOU £QUYEV I Yi] Kai
0 oupavog, -

and there was found no place for them. - kai TOTTOG OUY €UPEBN AUTOIG.

20:12, And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; - Kai £i60v TOUC VeKpoUG,
MIKPOUG Kai HeyaAoug, €0TWTAG EvWTTiov ToU O¢€od, -

and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life:
Kai BIBAia AvewyxBnoav: kai BiBAiov GAAo NvewxOn, O €01l TAG CWAG:

and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, - Kai
€kpiBnoav oi vekpoi €K TV yeypauuévwy €v Toig BIBAIoIG, -

according to their works. - kata TG €pya aUT@V.

This is the Great White Throne, and the holiness of this throne is revealed in the
reaction of heaven and earth to it: "from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away." Of this, John F. Walvoord, in his book The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
comments:

“The most natural interpretation of the fact that earth and heaven flee away is that the
present earth and heaven are destroyed and will be replaced by the new heaven and
new earth. This is also confirmed by the additional statement in Rev. 21:1 where John
sees a new heaven and a new earth replacing the first heaven and the first earth which
have passed away.”

They are all lost, for evidently some do not have their names written in the Book of Life.
They had never turned to God for salvation. The Lord Jesus said that in His generation
". .. ye will not come to me, that ye might have life" (John 5:40). Those standing before
His throne had not come. These are books which record the works of all individuals.
God keeps the tapes, and He will play them at the right time.

20:13, And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; - kai £dwkev 1} BGAACTa TOUG £V
auTi vekpoug, -

and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: - kai 6 8avaTtog kai 6
adng Edwkav ToUG v alToig vekpoUg: -

and they were judged every man according to their works. - kai €kpiBnoav £KkaoTog KaTa
Ta Epya aUTQV.



20:14, And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. - kai 6 6avaTog kai 6 adng
¢BANBNoav €ig TAV Aiyvnv 100 TTUPOG: -

This is the second death. - oUT6¢ 0TIV 6 BeUTEPOC BAVATOC.

20:15, And whosoever was not found written in the book of life - kai €1 TIG 0Ux eUpEON v
TR BiBAW TAG CwAG yeypaupévog, -

was cast into the lake of fire. — ¢BANON €ig TAV Aiuvnv 100 TTUPAG.



